
Marshall County Fiscal Court
Special Session – Sheriff’s Budget Workshop

January 12, 2015 – 4:00 p.m.

The Marshall County Fiscal Court met in Special Session on Monday, January 
12, 2015 in the Joe Williams Fiscal Courtroom, Marshall County Courthouse, Benton, 
Kentucky.  All duly elected Commissioners:  Bob Gold, Dr. Rick Cocke & Johnny 
Bowlin;  & County Attorney Jeff Edwards were present.  Chyrill Miller, County 
Judge/Executive presided.

Judge Miller opened the meeting and informed that one other item would be 
addressed in executive session regarding personnel.

Judge Miller said that the Commissioners had a chance to review the budget 
prior to today, but this was the first chance she has had to review it.  She asked if it 
should be gone over line by line.

Com. Cocke informed that he met for 2 ½ hours with the Sheriff and he didn’t feel 
that he was ready to approve the budget.

Mr. Edwards informed for clarification purposes, between Judge Mike Miller’s 
passing and today’s appointment of Judge Chyrill Miller, a court quorum would have 
been two Commissioners without the Judge.

Com. Bowlin said he has talked to several people and he didn’t realize there was 
a budget and a deputy hire and not two separate budgets.

Treasurer Emily Martin informed that Deputy Hire is a statutory requirement.  
There are no added funds, just redirected funds.

Sheriff Byars replied that he had requested an amendment on the previous 
budget (to cover the overage on Deputy Hire as approved earlier).

Com. Bowlin responded that he didn’t understand what was meant by the 
amendment until the past two days.

Sheriff Byars said that all he asked was if there were any questions, to talk to him 
to get the answers and then move on.

Com. Cocke said that that the only thing that concerns him was was in 2011, 
2012, 2013 and 2014 on the overage on salaries and need for amendments and added 
that that didn’t happen on his watch, but if that trend continued during the next four 
years, it would concern him.  

Com. Gold said as we move forward, we have a lot of things coming up in our 
budget including a forecasted reduction on in-lieu-of taxes.
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Following general discussion, a motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded 
by Com. Bowlin to approve the Sheriff’s Budget for FY 2015/2016.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried.

At the suggestion of Judge Miller, a motion was made by Com. Gold and 
seconded by Com. Bowlin that the Sheriff submit a quarterly report on his budget to the 
Court.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Cocke to go into 
executive session to discuss personnel.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Judge Miller called Court back into regular session.

Mr. Edwards informed that a personnel issue was discussed but no action will be 
taken at this time.  

A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to adjourn.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by:

Melonie Chambers
Fiscal Court Clerk


