
Marshall County Fiscal Court
August 16, 2011

The Marshall County Fiscal Court met in regular session on Tuesday, August 16, 
2011 in the Joe Williams Fiscal Courtroom, Marshall County Courthouse, Benton, 
Kentucky.  All duly elected Commissioners and Assistant County Attorney Jason Darnall 
were present.  Mike Miller, County Judge/Executive presided.

I. GUESTS:

A. Wayne Cope addressed the Court regarding the North Marshall Water District 
and the recent action taken by the Court, replacing all of the District Commissioners 
with the exception of Billy Driskill.  He said from his understanding through the 
grapevine and publicity there was going to be a clean start at the district.  Mr. Cope said 
he read in the paper that there was a motion made to table action on Mr. Driskill for 
further investigation.  He asked what the progress was.  Com. Drew asked to respond 
and said public perception was that there should be a clean slate and this Court is in 
agreement that a clean slate would have been best but there is a problem in that we 
have to abide by the law.  To remove an appointed Commissioner from a board such as 
this we have to have legal grounds.  It was the opinion of the County Attorney as well as 
Interim Superintendent Bobby Gifford that Billy Driskill did not meet any of the 
requirements needed to be removed at this time, and as a Fiscal Court we are bound by 
law to have a reason needed to remove a board member. She added to keep in mind 
that what is printed in the newspaper isn’t always the truth, speaking as a member of 
the media, there are mistakes made in printed material and the public interest in this 
has been elevated to the point that rumor and speculation has been overwhelming.  So 
as a fiscal court we are bound by the law and to remove a member of a board even 
though we thought it would be in the best interest to start with a clean slate, we have to 
have a legal reason to remove Mr. Driskill and that simply does not exist that we can 
find – we left it open because if somebody can show us an infraction of the law that was 
committed at the time he was there, we are fully able and willing to remove if needed 
but we do not have that evidence at present so that’s why we left it open. Mr. Cope 
addressed Judge Miller and said that he understood that the buck stops with him.  
Judge Miller replied yes, but however with the consent of the Fiscal Court.  Judge Miller 
stated his position – regarding the board members that were removed, in his judgment 
did not do anything unlawful or illegal, he has stated privately and will state publicly that 
he feels if one goes they all need to go.  He still believes that and that will be his vote 
but he’s only one vote. Miller added that he has great respect for the current and former 
board of the North Marshall Water District.  Judge Miller explained that the boards are 
appointed by the Judge/Executive with the approval of the Court and the boards then 
govern the district.  He has not micro managed any board, and has not attended any 
board meetings unless asked, and added that in his opinion if the Court tried to micro 
manage, there would be no need for the boards.  In regard to water boards, the Public 
Service Commission has rules and regulations the boards have to follow and answer in 
part to them.  Judge Miller added that he has had, did have and always will have 
respect for the former board that was there.  B.W. Darnall said it best when he said, “If 
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did make mistakes, charge it to my head and not my heart because my heart’s been in 
the right place”.

II. CORRESPONDENCE:

A Randolph E. Guennel, a 14-year resident of Moors Camp Highway sent an e-
mail requesting that a traffic survey be performed and the speed limit be reduced from 
55 mph to 45 mph from Hwy. 1422 to Moors Camp Loop.  Mr. Guennel also suggested 
that additional signage be placed on the road (deer crossing, hidden driveway entrance, 
etc.). Com. Anderson informed he attended a Neighborhood meeting in that area not 
long ago and the majority of the people there did not want the speed limit reduced.  
Discussion was held about Judge Miller and Com. Anderson attending the next 
Neighborhood Watch meeting and make the group aware of this request. In order to 
reduce the speed limit, an Ordinance would have to be adopted. Following discussion, 
it was decided that Mr. Guennel be given a petition to be submitted after gathering 
signatures requesting the speed limit change.  This issue was tabled.  

B.  Kentucky Attorney General Jack Conway sent a letter regarding eWarrants 
Implementation in the 42nd Judicial Circuit, which is an enhancement to the criminal 
justice system through the implementation of an electronic warrant system. Jason 
Darnall attended the meeting which was held Friday about the new system. An 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant permits the eWarrants system 
to be implemented at no cost to the rural counties.  Sheriff Byars explained that it will 
expedite the warrant system making things go more quickly.

C.  Judge Miller read a letter from Ray Langston expressing his appreciation to 
his family, friends and the citizens of Marshall County for their love and support and for 
their business with Clean Earth Recycling throughout the years.  The letter also said 
that over the past couple of months, there have been false accusations and
misrepresentations made over the agreement he made with the county officials dating 
from 1992 to June 2011 (see attached). Com. Drew said this had nothing to do with 
Ray Langston, the family of Ray Langston or his business.  This had everything to do 
with the lack of oversight over the County Refuse Board who did not make sure there 
was a proper contract in place for the services that they were either allowing you to 
provide or agreeing for you to provide. They needed to pay a monthly fee and that’s 
absolutely acceptable but by law you have to have a contract.  Com. Drew said she was 
sorry that his family expressed any sort of heartache over this because it’s unfortunate 
and if she were him, she would be down at the Refuse Board asking why they were put 
in that situation and she’d be here asking former Court members why they were put in 
that situation because that’s who’s responsible for this.  
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III. OLD BUSINESS:

A.  A motion was made by Com. Drew and seconded by Com. Gold to approve 
the minutes of the August 2nd & 4th Fiscal Court meetings.  All voted aye.  Motion 
carried.  

B.  Com. Gold has spoken with the property owner on Phillips Road and told him 
of the reports of people driving down the road and when meeting another vehicle, 
having to back out onto Jackson School Road.  Following discussion, a motion was 
made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Drew to contact the County Surveyor to do 
a survey on the road and create an easement document.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

C.  Com. Anderson informed that the estimates from Russell York on Bub Myers 
Lane have been given to Marty Johnson to pass on to his clients.

D.  Judge Miller reported that the generator for the Courthouse is on-site and 
operational.  

E.  Judge Miller recommended the following contributions for FY 2011/12:  4-H -
$4,000.00;  Bags of Love - $1,000.00;  Boy Scouts of America - $1,000.00;  CASA -
$500.00;  Hope Clinic - $500.00;  Lakeland Area Red Cross - $1,000.00;  Marshall Co. 
A & I Fair - $5,000;  Marshall County Adult Learning -- $2,000.00;  Marshall County Arts 
Council - $5,000.00;  Marshall County Family Week - $3,000.00;  Marshall County 
Kiwanis Club - $2,500.00;  Needline of Marshall County - $7,500.00;  Twilight Cabaret -
$1,700.00;  Twin Lakes Coon Club - $2,500.00;  Girl Scouts of America - $1,000.00;  & 
Marshall County Hoopfest - $7,500.00. Com. Drew asked if Judge Miller would be 
sending a letter to these organizations that this would possibly be the last year for the 
contributions from the Court.  Judge Miller replied that he will.  A motion was made by 
Com. Drew and seconded by Com. Gold to approve the contributions as recommended.  
All voted aye.  Motion carried.

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

A.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Drew to approve 
the Audit Report as submitted by the Aurora Ross Fire Protection District.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried.

B.  Jimmy Dawson, Chairman of the Possum Trot/Sharpe Fire Protection District 
recommended the reappointment of Robert Johnson.  Mr. Johnson was reappointed 
during an earlier meeting. 
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C.  Judge Miller read the Animal Shelter report for July which is as follows:  
Animals in the pen as of June 30, 2011 – 47;  brought in by Animal Wardens – 29; 
brought in by citizens – 66;  total animals taken in – 95 ( dogs – 30; cats – 27; puppies –
10; & kittens – 28); adopted – 20;  reclaimed – 8; euthanized – 98;  & animals in the 
pen as of 7/31/2011 – 16. He added that the Animal Shelter Committee is working hard 
trying to get the adoption rates up.  Lexie Lamb, who is a Licensed Veterinarian 
Technician  will start working at the shelter tomorrow and new plans are being made to 
implement new programs including vaccinations and a spay & neutering.  

D. A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to go 
into executive session to discuss possible property acquisition and a personnel matter.
All voted aye.  Motion carried.  

E. Judge Miller called Court back into regular session and informed that 
discussion was held about possible property acquisition which involves one of the 
special taxing districts and the city of Hardin.  

F. Judge Miller announced that a special Court meeting will be held on Monday, 
August 22nd at 9:00 regarding a personnel issue with the custodial staff.  There will also 
be a meeting at 11:00 that day with representatives from Hillard Lyons about possible 
bond refinancing.

G.  A motion was made by Com. Drew and seconded by Com. Gold to approve 
the Budget Appropriations Transfers as submitted.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  

H.  Following the first reading of Ordinance #2011/06 (Tax Rates), Judge Miller 
called for a motion.  Com. Drew asked if she had an objection on one of the rates if she 
needed to do that individually or wait until the second reading.  Judge Miller replied she 
could make the objection at any time.  She said she met with the Health Department.  
She attended their last meeting and asked that they consider lowering their tax rates.
It’s been initially increased to raise enough money to build a new facility and with $5 
million still in the bank, she believes they’ve done that.  Considering the current 
economy she would just ask that they consider reducing it.  Judge Miller said the Health 
Board has discussed that and decided to leave the tax rate the same this year, finish
the building, and see what the cost of the utilities will be.  The consensus of the board 
was that beginning next year they want to start reducing the rate for the reasons that 
Com. Drew stated.  A motion was made by Gold to approve the first reading.  The 
motion died for lack of a second.

I.  Payroll Accounts Receivable Report as of August 16, 2011 is as follows: 
Sheriff’s Department - $627,055.88;  County Attorney’s Office - $21,719.10;  & 
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County Clerk’s Office - $0.00.

J. A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Drew to 
approve the Intrafund Transfer Report as presented.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

K. A bid opening was held for the sale of surplus property.  Advertisement for 
bids was published in the August 2, 2011 edition of the Tribune Courier.  The bids are 
as follows:

� Phillip Neal:  1993 Ford F-150 - $700.00;  Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $10.00;  &
transmission jack - $41.00

� Laura Brandon:  #1 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $279.00;  #2 - 1100 gal. fuel 
tank (gas) – $229.00:  #3 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $159.00;  500 gal. fuel 
tank (gas) - $168.00;  UL listed 500 gal. fuel tank diesel) - $178.00;  1993 Ford F-
150 – $612.00;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 – $612.00;  Yale 1 ton overhead crane -
$181.00;  6 ½’ x 32’ tank car culvert - $121.00;  Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $76.00;  
& 1999 Ford Taurus  - $626.00

� Steve Ruggles:  1999 Ford Taurus - $752.00
� Cowboy Street – 1993 Ford F-150 - $200.00;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 - $250.00;  

Yale 1 ton overhead crane – 40.00;  6 ½’ x 32’ tank car = $300.00;  Transmission 
Jack - $100.00;  1999 Ford Taurus - $500.00.

� Michael Atkins – 1999 Ford Taurus - $258.00
� Mid West Terminal/Bruce Wilcox - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $200.00;  #2 -

1100 gal. fuel tank (gas) – $200.00:  #3 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $200.00;  
500 gal. fuel tank (gas) - $100.00;  UL listed 500 gal. fuel tank diesel) - $100.00.

� Mark Devine - #1 – 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $126.00;  Yale 1 ton overhead 
crane - $226.00;  Transmission Jack - $126.00

� Green’s Used Cars:  #1 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $251.00;  #2 - 1100 gal. 
fuel tank (gas) – $251.00:  #3 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $251.00;  500 gal. 
fuel tank (gas) - $201.00;  UL listed 500 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $201.00;  1993 
Ford F-150 – $1,501.11;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 – $2,011.11;  Yale 1 ton 
overhead crane - $451.11;  6 ½’ x 32’ tank car culvert - $611.11;  Tecumseu 10 
HP motor - $137.11; Transmission Jack – $25.11;  1998 Sheepfoot Roller -
$6,511.11 & 1999 Ford Taurus - $429.11.

� David Parker - #1 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $12.00; #2 - 1100 gal. fuel tank 
(gas) – $12.00:  #3 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $12.00;  500 gal. fuel tank (gas) 
- $32.00;  UL listed 500 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $32.00;  1993 Ford F-150 –
$478.00;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 – $578.00;  Yale 1 ton overhead crane - $28.00;
6 ½’ x 32’ tank car culvert - $128.00;  Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $26.00;
Transmission Jack – $11.50;  & 1999 Ford Taurus - $815.00.
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� Barry Barrett - 1993 Ford F-150 - $526.00; & 1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 - $576.00.
� Lovett Used Cars - 1993 Ford F-150 - $375.00;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 -

$500.00;  1999 Ford Taurus - $500.00;  Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $55.00;  & 
1999 Ford Taurus - $450.00.

� Oakley’s Lawn & Garden - Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $101.32.
� Jewell Cornwell - 1999 Ford Taurus - $1,229.99.
� Scott Martin - 500 gal. fuel tank (gas) – $141.00.
� Paul Jaco - 1993 Ford F-150 – $666.00;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 – $888.00;  Yale 

1 ton overhead crane - $222.00;  Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $222.00;  
Transmission Jack – $111.00;  & 1999 Ford Taurus - $333.00.

� Michael Conkright - #1 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $15.30;  #2 - 1100 gal. fuel 
tank (gas) – $110.30:  #3 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $80.30;  500 gal. fuel 
tank (gas) - $60.30;  UL listed 500 gal. fuel tank (diesel) - $60.30;  1993 Ford F-
150 – $338..30;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 – $438.30;  Yale 1 ton overhead crane -
$352.30;  6 ½’ x 32’ tank car culvert - $60.30;  Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $61.30;  
Transmission Jack – $12.30;  & 1999 Ford Taurus - $438.30.

� Jacob Denfip - 1993 Ford F-150 – $500.00;  1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 – $500.00;  
Yale 1 ton overhead crane - $200.00;  Tecumseu 10 HP motor - $40.00;  & 1999 
Ford Taurus - $1,000.00.

A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to go into recess 
to compare the bids.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

L. Judge Miller called Court back into regular session.

M. County Road Superintendent Russell York informed that after comparing the 
bids on the Sheepfoot roller, it was determined that more is being offered on a trade-in 
on a new loader.  The high bidders on the other items are as follows: 

#1 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) – Laura Brandon - $279.00
#2 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (gas) – Green’s Used Cars - $251.00  
#3 - 1100 gal. fuel tank (diesel) – Green’s Used Cars - $251.00
500 gal. fuel tank (gas) – Green’s Used Cars - $201.00
UL listed – 500 gal. fuel tank (diesel) – Green’s Used Cars - $201.00
1993 Ford F-150 – Green’s Used Cars - $1,501.11
1995 Ford F-150 4 x 4 – Green’s Used Cars – $2,011.11
Yale 1 ton overhead crane – Green’s Used Cars - $451.11
6 ½’ x 32’ tank car – Green’s Used Cars - $611.11
Tecumseu 110 HP motor – Paul Jaco - $222.00
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Transmission Jack – Mark Devine - $126.00
***Green’s Used Cars bid $6,511.11 on the Sheepfoot roller***
1999 Ford Taurus – Jewell Cornwell - $1,229.99

A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to reject the bid on 
the Sheepfoot roller.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to accept all other 
high bids on surplus property, with the exception of the sheepfoot roller.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried.  

N. A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to 
approve payment of the bills.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

O. County Treasurer Emily Martin requested approval on the Public Properties 
Corporation Funds overview of last year per recommendation of the auditor.  She added 
that these funds are monies that we have no control over, but the auditor requested that 
action on this be recorded in the Fiscal Court records.  A motion was made by Com. 
Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to approve as recommended.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried.

P.  Com. Drew asked the Assistant County Attorney for an update on an 
Ordinance regulating pawn shops.  Jason Darnall replied that they are working on an 
Ordinance.

Q. Darlene Watkins informed that her daughter Alexis is the state champion in 
trampoline & tumbling with the USTA and attended the nationals representing not only 
the area, but the state as well.  She asked for the Court’s consideration of a sign noting 
Alexis’ championship be placed along the roadway as other state champions have been 
throughout the county.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. 
Gold to approve the erection of the sign as requested.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 

R. A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to 
adjourn.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by:

Melonie Chambers
Fiscal Court Clerk


