
Marshall County Fiscal Court
June 30, 2015

The Marshall County Fiscal Court met in regular session on Tuesday, June 30, 
2015 in the Joe Williams Fiscal Courtroom, Marshall County Courthouse, Benton, 
Kentucky.  All duly elected Commissioners:  Bob Gold, Johnny Bowlin, & Dr. Rick 
Cocke;  County Attorney Jeff Edwards & Assistant County Attorney Jason Darnall were 
present.  Chyrill Miller, County Judge/Executive presided.

I. GUESTS:

A.  Bobby Gifford, Director of Water Vision 2020 addressed the court about the 
following:

� Three bids were received on a booster station for the tank at Oak Level: (1) 
Pump Engineering Services - $63,399.66  (2) KLM Sales - $88,900.00;  & (3) 
Straffer Pump & Supply - $61,995.00.  Mr. Gifford informed that he has reviewed
the bids, all met the specifications and he recommended the low bid of 
$61,995.00 be accepted from Straffer Pump & Supply.  A motion was made by 
Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Cocke to accept the bid from Straffer as 
recommended.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

� Bids for housing for the booster station were also advertised.  No bids were 
received.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to 
build the housing using the Special Projects Crew.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

� Mr. Gifford has reviewed the requested information supplied by Sanitation District 
#2 on the district’s financials.  He also has met individually with each member of 
the board.  Originally they had requested $25,000 and after review, they now 
understand they actually need $200,000 for the updates/repairs to the system.  
The board members have asked Mr. Gifford to look for funding sources.

B.  Rita Murray, Benton City Council Member and Ken Weber with Reach Alert 
addressed the court about a system that can send alerts via landlines, cell phones 
(either by text or call), or e-mails.  The alerts can be for emergencies as well as any 
other event or situation of which the public needs to be made aware.   Mrs. Murray 
informed that from her understanding, the City Council will enter into an agreement with 
Reach Alert at the next city council meeting and if the county also decides to go with 
Reach Alert, the cost per household that uses the service will be reduced.  The cost for 
the service would be paid by the city and or county. Action on this item was tabled until 
the July 21st meeting.

C.  Jewel Webster addressed the court on behalf of the Pirates Cove 
Beautification Committee.  Six nuisance complaints have been filed concerning 
properties within the subdivision and Ms. Webster provided pictures of those properties.  
One piece of property in particular is a crime scene in an ongoing investigation.  Ms. 
Webster has spoken with Sheriff Byars and he explained that as long as it was 
considered a crime scene, it would not be touched.  She added that in her opinion, 
enforcement of the Nuisance Ordinance should not be in the hands of the Sheriff, but 
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another entity that could or would do something about it.  Sheriff Byars was not in 
attendance but David Maddox, with the Sheriff’s Department said that the Sheriff
personally handles all of the Nuisance Complaints on properties.  Judge Miller said she 
understood the dilemma and asked Jeff Edwards if this issue was a problem that exists
in some way because there is no zoning in the county.  Mr. Edwards replied that part of 
it is - the last document Ms. Webster referred to was pertaining to zoning.  The county’s 
Nuisance Ordinance was written in an effort to try to get as many properties cleaned up 
as possible without county-wide zoning.  Judge Miller informed that the former County 
Judge tried to get zoning in the past, but the residents of the county were opposed to it.
It is more difficult for the county to get someone’s personal property cleaned up. Ms. 
Webster replied that doing nothing is not working.  Mr. Edwards said the court had to 
put someone in charge of enforcement of the Ordinance and the Sheriff was the most 
logical choice. Com. Cocke added that someone would be more likely to clean up their 
property if a man with badge and gun made the request.  Mr. Edwards added that in our 
situation we can’t assess the cost of cleanup to the taxes but can file a lien on property
for the cost of the cleanup. Judge Miller asked Deputy Maddox to ask Sheriff Byars to 
talk to her when he returns from his meeting. Judge Miller concluded by thanking Ms. 
Webster for addressing the court and added that she understands that this is a safety 
issue and it will be addressed as soon as possible.  

D.  Economic Development Director Josh Tubbs informed of a proposed project 
in Calvert City that would create 84 jobs with an average salary of $31,000 per year.  
The company has made application to the Kentucky Economic Development Funding 
Authority.  Mr. Tubbs asked for the Court’s consideration of providing an incentive of 
one-half percent reduction of Occupational Tax over a 10 year period for up to 84 jobs 
created.  He has spoken with the Calvert City Council and asked that they provide the 
incentive as well.  Mr. Tubbs informed that a letter of support for the project is needed 
from the Judge/Executive as well as approval for the incentive.  A motion was made by 
Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Cocke to approve the incentive as requested and 
authorize Judge Miller to send a letter of support on behalf of the Court.  Mr. Tubbs will 
draft the letter.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

II. CORRESPONDENCE:

There were no items of correspondence.

III. OLD BUSINESS:

A.  A motion was made by Com. Bowlin and seconded by Com. Gold to approve 
the minutes of the June 16th meeting.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.
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B.  Following the second reading of Ordinance #2015-03 (speed limit in Kentucky 
Lake Subdivision), a motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to 
approve the second reading and adopt Ordinance #2015-03.  All voted aye.  Motion 
carried.

C.  Surveyor James Knoth presented the results from the land survey to 
determine the right-of-way on Denzel Martin Road.  All adjoining deeds call for a 30’ 
right-of-way and pins were set 15’ from the centerline of the road on each side. The 
county does not have a deed for the right-of-way but the county does have a descriptive 
easement for the road.  The county road maintenance records show a 24’ right-of-way.  
Mr. Knoth said that Denzel Martin Road is a county road and based on the adjacent 
property deeds, the county’s only claim to the road is the width of the blacktop, unless 
there are drainage ditches that have to be maintained in order to protect the road.  The 
road only has ditching down a portion of it.  Judge Miller asked Jeff Edwards if this 
helped the court in any way.  Mr. Edwards replied that it did clarify the court’s position.  
Prior to 1974, roads were accepted as is into the county road maintenance system.  
This road as it stands today would not be eligible to be taken into the system because it 
does not meet the county’s requirements for acceptance.  Jayme Silvernail, the 
homeowner who requested that the county approve running waterlines down the 
county’s right-of-way, asked what someone in their position was supposed to do.  The 
road was in the system prior to 1974.  She added that they can’t run a new waterline 
beside the road and can’t run one at all unless it goes under the blacktop.  Mr. Edwards 
advised her that this was a dispute between neighbors and this court has no jurisdiction 
on the property other than the actual roadway itself.  Jason Darnall added that there is a 
descriptive easement for the county and there is a possibility that the Silvernail’s may
have one as well.  A motion was made by Com. Bowlin and seconded by Com. Gold to 
record the survey in the vault.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

D.  County Treasurer Emily Martin and Judge Miller met recently with Wesley 
Overton concerning the Telecom Audit Report.  Mr. Overton has identified several 
reductions that can be made:  several taxes are associated with bills that the county is 
exempt from but have been charged (can collect on previous taxes paid for some time);  
wire maintenance fees which are approximately $4.00 per month - he recommended 
that those fees be discontinued because the things that are covered can be replaced 
inexpensively in-house;  he identified state bid rates on phone lines – the county has 
been paying between $49.00 per month to $82.00 per month and state has bid rate is 
$22.00 per month – he’s going to get the coding changed to get that reduced;  he 
identified two circuits that are not active – these circuits run about $1,000 per month and 
there was no way the county could have tested to see if there were active, this is 
something he has to research with ATT and can collect historically up to 6 years of 
overpayment;  Internet charges will be reduced – they go through the state price also.  
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Ms. Martin informed that none of this is related to our current phone system.  All of this 
is going forward.  There’s also about $500 in month for lightening maintenance and the 
county insurance that covers lightening so that maintenance fee will be eliminated.  Two 
lines  had a different phone company for long distance at a cost of $1.32 a minute as 
opposed the rest of the lines with Powernet at a rate of $0.10 per minute – those two 
lines will be changed to the cheaper rate.  Ms. Martin continued by saying that overall it 
appears like it’s about $2,500.00 a month savings and Telecom will bill the county
$1,250.00 per month for 18 months once the savings begin. The court will be kept 
informed on the audit findings.  

E.  Judge Miller informed that although the court voted on the June 19th to sign a 
contract with the Kalleo/Smartpath Technologies, through a misunderstanding, it was 
never signed.  Judge Miller asked Jason Darnall to review the documents and he had 
some recommendations for changes.  Judge Miller will be sending a letter today 
concerning the requesting changes.  A copy of the letter as well as the requested 
changes will be given to the court members.

F.  Andy Lepisto addressed the court concerning an agreement for off-site IT 
backup.  The Calvert City Library has agreed to house the server at no cost.  In part of 
the agreement it was noted that the Library would not be responsible for it and Jason 
Darnall recommended that if the server is stored offsite, the county’s insurance will 
cover it.  No formal action was taken.

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

A.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to go into 
executive session to discuss personnel & property acquisition.  All voted aye.  Motion 
carried.

B.  Judge Miller called court back into regular session.

C.  Marshall County does not currently have a Designation of Applicant Agent 
(DAA) for FEMA.  The DAA will be the primary contact for any disaster related inquiries 
and all correspondence will be sent to that person.  A motion was made by Com. Cocke 
and seconded by Com. Gold to appoint Darlene Lynn with the Office of Emergency 
Management as the DAA for Marshall County.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

D.  Jason Luebker, Fire Chief of the Palma-Briensburg Fire Department informed 
that Danny Coursey was elected as the firefighter representative on the board.  A 
motion was made by Com. Bowlin and seconded by Com. Gold to approve the 
firefighter representative.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.
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E.  Jason Darnall read a Resolution for the Court’s consideration to officially 
dissolve Action, Inc.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin 
to approve the Resolution.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

F. Mr. Darnall read a Resolution to officially close the Marshall County OEM 
checking account.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to 
approve the Resolution.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

G.  Mr. Darnall read a Resolution to close the GIS IT checking account.  A motion 
was made by Com. Cocke and seconded by Com. Gold to approve the Resolution.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried.

H.  A motion was made by Com. Bowlin and seconded by Com. Gold to approve 
the Appropriation Transfers.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

I. Treasurer Emily Martin requested Intrafund Transfers:

From To Amount

Occupational Tax Admin. General Fund $  440,000.00
Occupational Tax Admin. Road Fund           770,000.00

Total $1,210,000.00

A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to approve the 
Intrafund Transfers.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

J.  Treasurer Emily Martin requested approval to pay comp time to salaried 
employees at the Road Department who worked during the two winter storms in 2014 
($7,117.00)  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to 
approve payment of the comp time earned.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

K.  Ms. Martin has received treasurer’s recertification from the Department for 
Local Government and is eligible for incentive pay.  A motion was made by Com. Gold 
and seconded by Com. Bowlin to approve the incentive pay.  All voted aye.  Motion 
carried.

L.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Bowlin to approve 
payment of the bills.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.
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M.  The Courthouse Centennial Celebration will be held from 11:00 a.m.to 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday, July 18th.

N. A motion was made by Com. Cocke and seconded by Com. Gold to adjourn.  
All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by:

Melonie Chambers
Fiscal Court Clerk


