
Marshall County Fiscal Court
January 18, 2011

The Marshall County Fiscal Court met in regular session on Tuesday, January 
18, 2010 in the Joe Williams Fiscal Courtroom, Marshall County Courthouse, Benton, 
Kentucky.  All duly elected Commissioners and the County Attorney were present.  Mike 
Miller, County Jude/Executive presided.

I. GUESTS:

A.  Lori Kent addressed the Court concerning a grant which if awarded will be 
used to focus on and combat the increased issue of underage drinking in Marshall 
County.  The agencies involved in this project include: Marshall County Fiscal Court, 
Marshall County Health Department, Marshall County Agency for Substance Abuse 
Policy, Marshall County Sheriff’s Department, Marshall County School System, Four 
Rivers Behavioral Health, Marshall County 911, Marshall County Juvenile Office, DCBS, 
Marshall County Family Week Committee, Marshall County Extension Office, and 
Kentucky State Police Post 1.  Mrs. Kent asked that the grant be administered through 
the Fiscal Court.  No matching funds are required.  A motion was made by Com. Drew 
and seconded by Com. Gold to participate as requested and to authorize Judge Miller to 
sign the grant application on behalf of the Court.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

B.  Wendy Baxter, Chairman of the ASAP Committee distributed copies of the 
agenda for an upcoming workshop entitled “The Different Faces of Substance Abuse”.
The workshop, which is limited to 250 participants, is being held January 25th and 26th in 
Lexington. Com. Drew asked if this was previously approved.  The $40 fee for 
attending this workshop was approved in November 2010.  

C.  County Surveyor James Knoth addressed the Court regarding the road to 
Palmer Cemetery.  From his initial review, he believes the road belongs to the heirs of 
the original property owners.  Assistant County Attorney Jason Darnall, shares a 
driveway with his neighbor and it appears that the driveway was part of the road to the 
cemetery and to avoid anything the might look improper, Mr. Darnall recommended Mr. 
Knoth speak to the Court about this situation.  The Commissioners concurred asked Mr. 
Knoth to survey the road and present his findings to the Court.  

D.  Lowell Griffis, speaking on behalf of a group of residents of Cambridge 
Shores addressed the Court about an empty house and an unkempt lot in the 
subdivision.  Mr. Griffis presented pictures of the house and property as well as 
correspondence he has sent to the property owners regarding the appearance of the 
property, condition and possible animal inhabitation of the house.  There has been a 
complaint filed as outlined through the county nuisance ordinance (Ordinance #2007-
01), the Sheriff has made the contact, the property owner mowed the front lawn but has
not returned to the property since that time.  Sheriff Byars said he was unsure what 
steps to take next, to start the entire process again.  He went to the Refuse Board 
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meeting this morning, but there wasn’t a quorum.  One of the members was sick and 
one had an accident on the way to the meeting.  This information will be turned over to 
the Refuse Board for action at their next meeting.  

E.  Ledonia Williamson addressed the Court concerning Opal Lane, (she said the 
total taxable value of the 11 homes on the road is $1,984,340).  The road is not 
blacktopped and does not meet the county’s requirements to be accepted into the 
county road maintenance system.   Some time ago, she called for an estimate for 
blacktopping the road and was told $250,000.  Gary Atkins, County Road Supervisor 
asked for the dimensions of the road and gave a rough estimate of $125,000 using the 
county’s price. Discussion was held about the residents along the road paying for one-
half of the cost for paving.  Ms. Williamson was given a petition for acceptance of roads 
into the county road maintenance system.

F.  Bobby Gifford, Director of Water Vision 2020 presented a Resolution finalizing 
the grant agreement with KIA on Project WX21157050 (Olive & Brewers tanks). A
motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to approve the 
Resolution as presented.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

G.  Josh Tubbs asked for the Court’s consideration of once again purchasing a 
1/3 page ad in the annual Kentucky State Economic Development Guide.  The total cost 
for the ad is $2,475.00.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. 
Drew to approve the purchase of the ad as requested.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

H.  Lacey Baker asked about the Animal Shelter being open on Saturdays in 
November.  She reminded that the Court agreed for the Shelter to open on Saturdays in 
order to allow more people to see the animals and possibly adopt one.  Ms. Baker 
asked how many Saturdays it was open.  Judge Miller replied that he would have to 
check with Nelle Riley, the Shelter Director.  Com. Drew said she sent volunteers to the 
shelter on the second Saturday and it was not open.  Ms. Baker said he checked on a 
Thursday later in the month and was told that they weren’t sure if it would be open.  She 
added that there was no advertising that it would be open on Saturday. She also asked 
for an update on the vet checks. Judge Miller sent out letters to all of the vets in the 
county and Dr. McCrory was the only one who responded. She said she didn’t see the 
need for weekly vet checks but only on an as needed basis, if an animal was injured or 
sick. At times, pet owners have brought their pets to the Shelter after being injured or 
sick instead of having the animal euthanized and it then became the responsibility of the 
shelter to have it euthanized.  Ms. Baker wants a committee of volunteers to be formed 
to be an advisory committee for the shelter.  Com. Drew made a motion to form an
advisory committee to work on issues at the Marshall County Animal Shelter and also 
work on developing a working relationship with the Marshall County Humane Society.  
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Com. Drew volunteered to serve on the committee.  Judge Miller recommended that the 
Court members, County Attorney, and county employees meet and set guidelines for
the committee.  Judge Miller added there is certainly a lot of room for improvement.  
Following discussion, Com. Drew withdrew her motion.  A motion was made by Com. 
Anderson and seconded by Com. Drew to meet, as recommended by Judge Miller, to 
work on guidelines and policy for an advisory committee.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  

III. OLD BUSINESS:

A.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to 
approve the minutes of the January 4, 2011 meeting.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

B.  A bid opening was held for the purchase of an ambulance.  Notice for bids 
was published in the January 11, 2011 edition of the Tribune Courier.  Two bids were 
received and are as follows:  

1. Medix Specialty Vehicles of Elkhart, Indiana on a Ford E-350 Medix, completion 
– calendar days from bid opening - $69,960.00.

2. Emergency Services Supply of St. Louis, Missouri on a Ford E-350 Cargo Van 
with gas engine and ambulance conversion by Osage Industries of Linn, Missouri 
- $68,935.00.

Ambulance Service Director Mark Harrison left the meeting to compare the bids for a 
recommendation later in the meeting.

C.  County Treasurer Emily Martin reported on the Treasure Finders event held 
last week in the Courthouse by State Treasurer Todd Hollenbach.  Several Marshall 
County residents recovered money that for whatever reason had been returned to the 
State Treasurer’s Office.  One person had over $5,000 and there were several with 
$2,000 or more.

D.  Mrs. Martin reported that she received an e-mail from the Center of 
Technology and the county has been granted an exemption on the internet fees for this 
year and next year.  

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

A.  Judge Miller presented an Assistance Agreement by and between Kentucky 
Infrastructure Authority and the County of Marshall, Kentucky dated as of January 2, 
2011.  The County Attorney has reviewed the documents, and reported that all are in 
order.  The agreement pertains to the refinancing of the Judicial Facility.  A motion was 
made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Drew to approve the Agreement and 
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authorize Judge Miller to sign the documents on behalf of the Court.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried.

B.  Upon the recommendation of Emily Martin, a motion was made by Com. 
Drew and seconded by Com. Anderson to lift the hiring freeze and offer Karen N. 
Freeman the position of County Finance Officer at the rate of $15.00 per hour.  Mrs. 
Martin recommended that Ms. Freeman’s rate of pay be increased to $15.50 per hour in 
June prior to the 3% increase for all employees in July.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 

C.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to 
reinstate the hiring freeze.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

D.  Mrs. Martin submitted a proposed travel policy that will mirror the U.S. 
General Services Administration’s.  Sheriff Byars asked about the affect it would have 
for his prisoner transport people.  Does this apply to an overnight stay only and how 
does it affect the cost of meals for them not staying overnight. Following discussion, 
this issue was tabled for further review.

E.  Mrs. Martin drew up a proposed attendance and leave policy. Judge Miller 
said this was for the Treasurer’s Department but he said we’ve also recommended that 
this be implemented for each department.  This issue was tabled for further review.

F.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Drew to go into 
executive session to discuss personnel.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

G. Judge Miller called Court back into regular session and informed that 
discussion was held on personnel and the Court will be implementing a personnel policy 
in regard to hours worked.  He will prepare a memo for distribution this afternoon.

H.  Mark Harrison informed that the low bid of $68,935.00 for the ambulance from 
Emergency Services Supply of St. Louis, Missouri met all specifications and 
recommended that it be accepted.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and 
seconded by Com. Gold to accept the bid as recommended.  All voted aye.  Motion 
carried.

I. A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report and Treasurer’s Quarterly Report subject to audit.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried.

J.  Judge Miller read the Marshall County Animal Shelter Report for December 
2010 which is as follows:  animals in the pen as of 11/30/10 – 16;  brought in by Animal 
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Wardens - 56;  brought in by citizens – 29;  total animals brought in – 85 (dogs – 43, 
cats – 10, puppies – 20, & kittens – 10);  adopted – 27;  reclaimed – 5;  euthanized –
53;  & animals in the pen as of 12/31/10 – 16. 

K.  The Marshall County Animal Shelter Report was submitted for Calendar Year
2010.  Total animals taken into the shelter – 1,390; brought in by Animal Wardens – 501
& brought in by citizens – 889 (dogs – 521, cats – 260, puppies – 296, & kittens - 313);  
adopted – 234 (dogs – 103, cats – 9, puppies – 89, & kittens – 33);  reclaimed – 105
(dogs – 104 & cats – 1);  euthanized – 1,045 (dogs – 306, cats – 239, puppies – 231, & 
kittens – 269) & money taken into the shelter - $4,390.00.

L.  Gary Atkins asked if the surplus pipe from the road department could be sold 
when the scrap metal is sold by Marshall County Recycling.  County Attorney Jeff 
Edwards will check on the legality.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by 
Com. Anderson, subject to the discovery by the County Attorney if legally permitted, the 
Road Department dispose of scrap metal through a contract with the County Recycling 
Center. All voted aye.  Motion carried.

M.  Sheriff Byars presented a special bond for repayment of the advancement for 
$120,000.00 to the Ohio Casualty Insurance Company.  A motion was made by Com. 
Anderson and seconded by Com. Drew to approve the bond as presented.  All voted 
aye.  Motion carried.

N.  Sheriff Byars presented his budget in the amount of $1,612,850.00 for 
Calendar Year 2011.  The budget included a request for a fuel cap and there is no
money in the budget to purchase vehicles.  Two are in need of replacement and the 
estimated cost for new ones start in the $25,000 to $26,000 range up to $30,000.  
County Treasurer Emily Martin pointed out an increase of $40,000 per quarter, bringing 
the total increase to $155,000 for the year. Judge Miller reminded the Court that the 
county’s budget is tighter and the Court will have to consider cuts July one. Com. Drew 
asked if there are still grant funds available to help offset the cost of equipping the 
vehicles.  The Sheriff replied that David Maddox is doing a good job locating grant 
funds.  A motion was made by Com. Drew and seconded by Com. Gold to approve the 
Sheriff’s Budget as presented.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  

O. Sheriff Byars presented the Annual Order Setting Maximum Amount of 
Salaries for Deputy Hire for 2011 in the amount of $950,000. Judge Miller asked what 
the amount was for 2010.  The Sheriff replied $900,000 for base salaries, not including 
overtime.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Drew to approve 
the Deputy Hire as presented.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.



Marshall County Fiscal Court
January 18, 2011
Page six

P.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to 
approve payment of the bills.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Q. Sheriff Byars reminded the Court of the Polar Plunge set for February 19th. 
There are 15 guys going in with him and they need sponsors.  All of the proceeds go to 
Special Olympics.

R.  Sheriff Byars informed that the Sheriff’s Boys and Girls Ranch will be raffling 
a 2011 Jeep Wrangler at $10.00 each.  All proceeds will go to the Ranch.

S.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to 
adjourn.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by:

Melonie Chambers
Fiscal Court Clerk
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Addendum to the Minutes of the January 18, 2011 meeting

During a afternoon work session following a regular meeting of the Court, Judge Miller 
called Court back in session in order to hold the first reading of Ordinance #2011-02
(Court Facility Fees).  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. 
Gold to approve the first reading.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Judge Miller declared the meeting closed.


