
Marshall County Fiscal Court
January 7, 2014

The Marshall County Fiscal Court met in regular session on Tuesday, January 7, 
2014 in the Joe Williams Fiscal Courtroom, Marshall County Courthouse, Benton, 
Kentucky.  All duly elected Commissioners:  Bob Gold, Terry Anderson & Misti Drew;  & 
Assistant County Attorney Jason Darnall were present.  Mike Miller, County 
Judge/Executive presided.

I. GUESTS:

A.  County Clerk Tim York presented the 2014 Budget and Annual Order Setting 
Maximum Amount for Deputies and Assistants.  The beginning balance plus receipts 
year to date - $9,395,000; total disbursements YTD - $9,210,000; and book 
balance/excess fees - $185,000.  The Deputy Hire for Calendar Year 2014 is $600,000.  

• A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to accept
the County Clerk’s Budget as submitted.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

• A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to approve 
the Deputy Hire as presented.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

B.  Marshall County Ambulance Service Director Bryan Cutsinger informed that 
Marshall County has received the designation of a Heart Safe Community from the 
Department for Public Health.  There are 60 AED’s in the community and a great 
number of people have completed training for CPR.  

C.  Sheriff Kevin Byars presented the 2014 Budget and informed that the Deputy 
Hire is $1,000,000, which is the same as last year.  

• A motion was made by Com. Drew and seconded by Com. Gold to accept the 
Sheriff’s Budget as submitted.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

• A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Drew to approve the 
Deputy Hire as presented.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

D.  Parks Director Larry Whitt reported on his meeting with TVA regarding money 
being made available to Marshall County to spend on day use parks and submitted a 
listing of the proposed improvements.  He spoke with Nick Morris, TVA, and due to the 
holidays a contract has not been prepared, but Mr. Morris said he would have a contract 
ready prior to the next Court meeting.  

Mr. Whitt informed that the annual mowing bids for county properties will be 
advertised in next week’s Tribune Courier.  Bids will be accepted until January 31st.

E.  Jeanie Estes asked for an update on the properties in old Gilbertsville that are 
not in abeyance with the Nuisance Ordinance.  Sheriff Byars had one question on a 
property owner and will move forward when he obtains the information.  Judge Miller 
spoke with Refuse Board Chairman Danny Newton this morning and he asked that 
Judge Miller extend an invitation to attend the next Refuse Board meeting scheduled for
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8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 13th. Sheriff Byars said there have been several 
instances where garbage was dumped outside the fences of the transfer stations on 
days that were closed for holidays and asked about notice of the holiday schedule to 
help alleviate the problem.  Judge Miller said ads are run in the newspaper and on 
WCBL, but apparently all of the people are not getting the information.

II. CORRESPONDENCE:

A.  Leonard Peters, Secretary of the Energy & Environment Cabinet sent a letter 
in response to Judge Miller’s letter in support of a remedial investigation/feasibility study 
on environmental cleanup at the Westlake Facility.  There is a civil dispute between 
Goodrich and Westlake.  

B.  Kevin Diamond sent an email in appreciation for the snow & ice removal on 
Sledd Creek Road over the weekend of December 7th & 8th.

III. OLD BUSINESS:

A.  A motion was made by Com. Drew and seconded by Com. Gold to approve 
the minutes of the December 10th meeting.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

B.  Judge Miller informed that the Director of Emergency Management position 
has been filled.  The field was narrowed to five candidates for interviews and one 
withdrew his application.  After interviews of the remaining four people by Judge Miller, 
Mayor Cary, Mayor Jones & Mayor Scott, the position was offered to Frank Murphy.  Mr. 
Murphy will begin February 15th.  Melissa Combs-McFerrin, current Director and
Assistant Director George Knecht will cover the office.

C.  Judge Miller read a revised Holiday Schedule for 2014 for the Court’s 
consideration, which is as follows:

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Monday, January 20, 2014

Tater Day Monday, April 7, 2014

Good Friday (1/2 day) Friday, April 18, 2014

Primary Election (1/2 day) Tuesday, May 20, 2014

Memorial Day Monday, May 26, 2014

Independence Day Friday, July 4, 2014

Labor Day Monday, September 1, 2014



Marshall County Fiscal Court
January 7, 2014
Page three

General Election Day Tuesday, November 4, 2014

Veteran’s Day Tuesday, November 11, 2014

Thanksgiving                           Thursday & Friday - November 27
& 28, 2014

Christmas                                         Wednesday, Thursday & Friday - December 
24, 25 & 26, 2014

New Year’s                                    Thursday, January 1, 2015 & Friday, January 
2, 2015

A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to approve the 
revised holiday schedule as presented.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

A.   A bid opening was held for the purchase of ambulance stretchers with battery 
operated, power load capability.  Notice for bids was published in the December 17th

edition of the Tribune Courier.  One bid was received from Stryker EMS Equipment, 
Chicago, IL for three Power-Pro XT – $33,639.99.  Ambulance Service Director Bryan 
Cutsinger was asked to review the bid to make sure it met the specifications and report 
back to the Court.

B.  An application for entertainment permit was submitted by Michael Foster on 
behalf of Clover Leaf Realty, LLC for the operation of Kentucky Lake Motor Speedway.  
The members of the LLC are James Hale, of Hopkinsville – owner of Randolph-Hale 
Electronics and Ronald Jones, of Hopkinsville – owner of Jones Brothers Towing & 
Trucking, Inc.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to 
schedule a public hearing for 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 4th.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried.

C.  Judge Miller presented the annual Strategic Health Risk & Benefits Advisory 
Services Contract with Peel & Holland ($37,500 per year).  A motion was made by Com. 
Gold and seconded by Com. Drew to enter into the contract with Peel & Holland.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried.

D.  A listing of active county employees as of January 1, 2014 was distributed.  A 
motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to approve the list as 
distributed.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.
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E.  Marty Johnson, City Attorney for Benton, spoke to the Court about a possible 
interlocal agreement between the city and the county for an Electrical Inspector.  Judge 
Miller asked Wendy Baxter to schedule a meeting prior to the next court meeting 
concerning this issue.

F.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

G.  Judge Miller informed that Treasurer Emily Martin transferred $100,000 from 
the Occupational Tax Administrator Fund to the Jail Fund in order to keep the quarterly 
report to the good.  There was an approval from an unused Transfer request and 
additional approval was not needed.  

H.  Agility Recovery Solutions sent an invoice, in the amount of $3,780.  The 
Court has used the service in the past, but since that time, Judge Miller informed that 
KACo now has a very similar service that can be provided at a lower cost.  Judge Miller 
added that he and Mrs. Martin both recommended the service provided by KACo.  Com. 
Gold asked if the rate for KACo should be checked.  This issue was tabled.

I.  Judge Miller read a request from Jeff Edwards.  Mr. Edwards is the current 
Fair Board Chairman and asked for the Court’s assistance for the upcoming County Fair 
Convention in Louisville beginning January 16th.  His request read in part, “Given the 
weather issues in 2013, the Fair Board is short on funds.  It is necessary for 
representatives of the local fair board to go to the convention for the beauty pageant 
where our local county fair winner will compete, to line up a carnival and other 
entertainment for the fair and to attend meetings on behalf of Marshall County for fair 
information and grant funds.  I will not be attending this year due to family issues. 
Therefore I would ask that Wendy Baxter, Melonie Chambers, Larry Whitt, Laurie Travis 
and our current Pageant Winner be sent to Louisville.  Usually we are able to handle 
this ourselves, but this year we simply can’t.”  The cost for the rooms is $2,336.96.  A 
motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to provide up to 
$4,000 for rooms & meals for the convention.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

J.  Judge Miller read the Animal Shelter report for December which is as follows:  
Animals in the pen as of 11/30/2013 – 60;  brought in by Animal Wardens – 8; brought 
in by citizens – 34;  total animals taken in – 42 (dogs – 20; cats – 7; puppies – 11; & 
kittens – 4); adopted – 50;  animals in foster care – 4;  reclaimed – 1; euthanized – 4;
& animals in the pen (& in foster care) as of 12/31/2013 – 51;  adoption fees -
$1,276.00.
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K.  Bryan Cutsinger informed that the bid for the stretchers did meet the
specifications and recommended that it be accepted.  A motion was made by Com. 
Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to accept the bid from Stryker.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried.

L.  Marshall County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Debbie Buchanan
sent an email asking if the Court would like to be a Silver Sponsor again this year for the 
Annual Chamber Dinner, at a cost of $500.  A motion was made by Com. Gold and 
seconded by Com. Anderson to participate again this year as a Silver Sponsor.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried.

M.  Gene Gilliland send an email asking if the Court would like to be one of the 
Premier Sponsors of the West Kentucky Thank You Night in Frankfort on February 11th,
at a cost of $500.  A motion was made by Com. Drew and seconded by Com. Gold to 
be a Premier Sponsor.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

N.  Larry Jones term will be expiring on the Marshall County Board of Health and 
Judge Miller recommended that he be reappointed.  A motion was made by Com. Gold 
and seconded by Com. Anderson to reappoint Mr. Jones.  All voted aye.  Motion 
carried.

O.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to go 
into executive session to discuss personnel.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

P.  Judge Miller called Court back into regular session and informed that a Road 
Department Employee will be retiring at the end of the month and Road Department 
Superintendent Russell York asked that another employee be hired to replace him.  

• A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to lift the 
hiring freeze.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

• A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Drew to 
authorize Mr. York to hire an employee.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

• A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to reinstate 
the hiring freeze.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Com. Drew informed that the new employee will be chosen from applications already on 
file.

Q.   A motion was made by Com. Gold and seconded by Com. Anderson to 
approve payment of the bills.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

R.  A motion was made by Com. Anderson and seconded by Com. Gold to 
adjourn.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.


